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Summary
2026 Sustainable 
Energy Program 

participation down 
due to reduced air 

conditioner incentives 

84% of respondents 
reported the 

Sustainable Energy 
Program process was 

easy or very easy

Comprehensive 
Demand Side 
Management 

evaluation in progress

Continued focus on 
income-qualifying 
support programs
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LES Funds Obligated
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The difference between 2025 and 2026 is primarily due to 
lowered air conditioner incentives. 
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Number of Projects
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Peak Rewards also has over 4,700 devices enrolled.
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Peak Net Demand Reduction​ (MW)
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Insulation and heat pump water heaters are not included on this chart as their peak demand reduction is minimal.
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Net Energy Savings (MWh)
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This slide does not include heating savings; working with GDS to develop formulas and assumptions.
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Customer Feedback

“Thanks to the LES SEP program, 
purchasing a new HVAC was more 

affordable for our family.”

“The contractor took care of everything.”

“Thank you for making it easier to make 
this decision.”

“Between the LES $1K, the City of 
Lincoln's $3K Low-Moderate Income 
Heat Pump Grant and the City's 0% 

Interest Low Income Emergency 
Rehabilitation Loan, I was able to have 

a top-line Lennox High Efficiency 
Extreme Cold Heat Pump System 

installed to replace my home's original 
construction, 56 years old, furnace and 
A/C system for $0 out of my pocket!”
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Customer Feedback
How easy was it for customers to learn and 
access the LES Sustainable Energy 
Program incentive?

84% of respondents 
reported the process was 
easy or very easy.

How much did the incentives influence 
decision-making?

76% of respondents said 
the incentive influenced 
their decision to choose a 
more efficient unit (51% as 
one of several factors; 25% 
as the primary factor).
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Comprehensive Demand Side 
Management (DSM) Evaluation
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Goals

Evaluate current performance indicators.

Review cost-effectiveness tests and assumptions; redesign to value winter 
peak reduction.

Assess existing energy efficiency and demand response measures; 
identify new winter peak–reducing options.

Conduct an energy efficiency and demand response potential adoption 
study to inform long-term planning.
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Tentative 2026 Timeline

January-March: RFP; consultant 
selection (GDS)

April: Work commences; 
strategic alignment workshop

May-June: Cost-effectiveness 
evaluation, benchmarking and 
measure evaluation

July-August: Potential adoption 
study

September-October: Benefit-
cost model development

November: Final report and 
presentation of findings



LES.com

Consultant Selected: GDS
• Started in 1986
• Completed over 46 energy efficiency and demand response potential studies
• Services include: 



LES.com

Income-Qualifying and Vulnerable 
Households
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Energy Assistance Program
(LES provides bill assistance up to $300 per household)

675 HOUSEHOLDS ASSISTED 
(OVER 1,700 PEOPLE 

IMPACTED)

$193K PAID 55% OF BUDGET REMAINS
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Income-Qualifying Energy Efficiency Recap 
(since the start in 2020)

OVER 300 LIVING UNITS IMPACTED PROJECTED AVERAGE ANNUAL 
BILL SAVINGS: $178 PER LIVING 

UNIT

2,500 KWH SAVED PER LIVING UNIT 
PER YEAR (AVERAGE)
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Questions
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