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Severe Weather
Awareness Week offers
opportunity to learn
Learn more @

LES.com/Safety
Severe Weather Awareness
Week is an annual reminder
for Nebraskans to get ready
for spring storms as they loom
on the horizon. LES invites you
to empower yourself with the
information to keep you safe
this storm season, like knowing
what weather alerts mean when
they scroll across your screen.
The National Weather Service,
or NWS, forecasts weather
conditions for the entire United
States and its territories. NWS’
predictions and weather alerts
help to reduce damage, injuries
and economic losses by giving
people advance warning of
dangerous weather conditions.
NWS data is used in various
areas at LES, from energy
delivery to energy marketing.
With this data, LES staff
members do things like schedule
crews for bad weather and
decide when summer heat may
require calling a thermostat

demand response event through
our Peak Rewards program.
When advance notice can
be given for events such as
thunderstorms, tornadoes and
flash flooding, people, property
and natural resources can be
protected. Take a look at each
threat level listed below:
• WATCH: Issued for a severe
weather risk when details
are still unknown, a watch
means storms are possible.
• ADVISORY: Issued when
severe weather is happening
or likely to happen,
advisories are used for less
extreme conditions than
warnings.
• WARNING: Issued when
severe weather is happening
or likely to happen, a warning
means weather poses a
definite threat. Find shelter
immediately.
Stay safe the next time an
alert sounds, and be prepared
for severe weather this year.
Follow LES on social media for
more great info during Severe
Weather Awareness Week.

2022 SEP INCENTIVE FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE

Emergency Prep

CHECKLIST

We keep safety top of mind at LES.
Make it a priority in your home to ensure
you don’t get left in the dark.

SHELTER

Include things like face masks, blankets,
rain ponchos, hand warmers, extra
clothes and even duct tape.

HEALTH

Pack food, water, a first-aid kit, sanitary
wipes and extra prescriptions if you have
them, and they can store well.

LIGHT

Grab flashlights, batteries, mobile charge
banks, matches, some candles and
anything else that comes to mind.

COMMUNICATION

Pack an AM/FM weather radio, a list of
critical phone #s and a way to report
your outage @ LES.com/Report.

PLANNING

For those using electricity-dependent
assistive technology and medical
devices, create a plan that includes
alternative sources of power. Keep your
info updated @ LES.com/PowerLine,
LES’ outage reporting system, to ensure
your outage is reported accurately.
Above all else, share your plan with
others in your household.

A new year brings new incentives from LES’ Sustainable Energy Program. With $1.5 million for 2022, SEP offers incentives
for heat pump water heaters, high-efficiency air conditioners, insulation and more! Go to LES.com/SEP for details.

How does LES restore power after an outage?
LES does maintenance
and updates on the electric
system year-round to help
prevent power outages.
Staff members routinely
trim trees, replace cable,
complete construction
projects and perform quality
checks to keep equipment
working as it should.
Despite these efforts,
outages still can happen.

In the Midwest, stormrelated causes like
lightning, falling branches,
ice, snow, high winds and
so on are often among
the leading causes of
unplanned outages.
When severe weather is on
the horizon, the operations
staff monitors conditions
closely and plans ahead by
having extra crews on call in
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Transmission lines/substations
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Distribution feeders serving
critical infrastructure
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Distribution feeders

Supplying electricity for the grid by
powering the pathway from generation
stations to our distribution system.

Ensuring power for hospitals,
public safety and water.

Restoring power for thousands of customers.
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case an issue arises. When
outages occur, lineworkers
restore power as quickly and
safely as possible.
System operators and
field crews work together
to strategically formulate
a plan that keeps crews
and the public safe while
ensuring power is restored
to the community as swiftly
as it can be.

Restoring power to critical
infrastructure, including
local hospitals, police
and fire departments, is
a primary focus of LES’
restoration efforts. This
ensures these groups can
respond to a crisis quickly,
if needed.
LES prioritizes work based
on the greatest need and
impact, as shown below:

Lateral power lines
serving hundreds
Restoring power for hundreds of customers.
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Transformers serving dozens
Restoring power for dozens
of customers.

Individual homes and businesses
Power for remaining customers, isolated outages.

Find videos on topics like power restoration and energy
efficiency @ LES.com/VideoVault.

Think “safety first” when using your generator
Backup electric power can be part of
any preparedness plan. Follow these
tips to ensure SAFE use of a backup
generator:

On average, there are 51 deaths in
the U.S. each year resulting from
the use of portable generators,
according to the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission.

• Before starting your generator,
carefully read and follow the
manufacturer’s instructions.
• Generator fuel exhaust can be
dangerous. Always locate your
generator outside and away from
windows; never run a generator
inside a garage or an enclosed
space.
• Handle fuel carefully. Turn the
generator off before refueling and
store fuel in a safe location.
• Make sure the total electrical load
on your generator doesn’t exceed
the generator’s rating.
• Never plug generators directly
into outlets or circuit panels.
Electricity can backfeed to
power lines, endangering those
attempting to restore power.

• Use only outdoor-rated, grounded
extension cords sized to handle
the current draw.
• Keep cords out of the way so
they don’t present a tripping
hazard. Never run cords
underneath rugs or carpet.
Find more tips to stay safe before,
during and after a storm by visiting
LES.com/Outage-Education. Find
additional information from the U.S.
Department of Energy at Energy.gov.
For more articles like this from LES
delivered directly to your inbox go to
LES.com/Subscribe.

Follow us for more great info
from your community-owned,
public power utility.

